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AFFIDAVIT OF CHRIS SHANDRO 
AFFIRMED ON JULY 8, 2021 

I, Chris Shandro, of the City of Edmonton, Assistant Deputy Minister, Agency Governance 

and Program Delivery Division, Ministry of Jobs, Economy and Innovation with the Government 

of Alberta, MAKE OATH AND SAY THAT: 

1. I have been the Assistant Deputy Minister, Agency Governance and Program Delivery 

Division of the Alberta Ministry of Jobs, Economy and Innovation (Ministry) since February 4, 
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2021. The Agency Governance and Program Delivery Division advances strategies and programs 

that create the conditions for increased economic capacity in Alberta in cooperation with other 

departments of the provincial government, external partners in business, municipalities, non­

governmental organizations, and other orders of government. The Division implements approaches 

that improve access to capital for entrepreneurs, designs and administers film tax credits and 

Ministry grant programs, promotes the development and adoption of new technology, and removes 

barriers to competitiveness to improve Alberta's economic outcomes. 

2. In my role, I am responsible for overseeing the administration of three branches within the 

department of Jobs, Economy and Innovation: Agency Governance, which manages governance, 

accountability, reporting and information exchange between the department and its agencies; 

Corporate Planning and Services, which leads the ministry's planning and reporting activities, 

including strategic, business, enterprise risk, emergency response, and continuity planning; and 

Program Delivery, which delivers legislated and grant programs that support economic 

development and diversification, community development, and talent attraction in Alberta. 

3. I have personal knowledge of the facts and matters stated in this Affidavit - except where 

they are based upon information and belief, in which case I believe them to be true. 

4. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Jobs, Economy and Innovation 

has provided the following supports to Albertans: 

Exhibit "1" - On December 8, 2020, government committed $500 million in 

funding to small and medium businesses qualifying for the Small and Medium 

Enterprise Relaunch Grant (SMERG). Qualifying organizations could apply for 

15% of their pre-COVID-19 monthly revenue, up to a maximum of $20,000 in 

funding. As of June 28, 2021, $538.9 million was provided to eligible applicants 

under this program intake. 

Exhibit "2" - On April 13, 2021, Government committed an additional amount of 

up to $350 million to provide an additional one time $10,000 payment to all eligible 

businesses. As of July 2, 2021, $75.3 million had been approved. 
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Exhibit "3"- Protected commercial tenants through the Commercial Tenancies 

Protection Act SA, 2020 c. C-19.5; and also provided funding to the Canada 

Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance program (jointly funded by all provinces 

and the Government of Canada). 

Exhibit "4"- Allow hotels and other lodging providers through the Tourism and 

Levy Abatement to keep tourism levy amounts collected between March 1, 2020 

and March 31, 2021, among other supports. 

On May 26, 2021, government announced that the tourism levy abatement would 

be extended to June 30, 2021. 

5. I make this Affidavit in response to the Applicants' application. 

AFFIRMED BEFORE ME at Edmonton, Alberta 
this 8th day of July, 2021. 

A Commissioner for Oaths in and for 
the Province of Alberta 

David Kamal 
Ba•. 13 .. Solicitor 
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CHRIS SHANDRO 
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Applications open for new business relief ! Ouverture de la periode de demande d'aide financiere pour les entreprises I alberta.ca 

COVID-19 Updates 

• Alberta in Stage 2 reopening: Public health measures remain in effect. 

• Get yaccinated: Everyone 12+ can book first and second doses now. 
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Applications open for new business relief I Ouverture de la periode de demande d'aide financiere pour les entreprises I alberta.ca 

Related information 

In short 

Related information 

Expansions to the Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant program announced in January are now included 

on the Government of Alberta's application portal. New businesses that began operating between March and 

October 2020, as well as unregistered sole proprietors, can now apply for COVID relief funding. 

"Even during the pandemic, Alberta saw around 10,000 new businesses open across the province in 2020. 

These new businesses were started by Albertans who had the entrepreneurial spirit and confidence to bet on 

Alberta. Enterpreneurs, whether new or experienced, need to know that Alberta's government is here to 

support them." 

Doug Schweitzer, Minister of Jobs, Economy and Innovation 

"We appreciate the government expanding access to the SME relaunch grant for sole proprietors and new 

businesses that started operations in 2020. Access to the grant for new businesses will help, considering they 

have largely been unable to access the federal support programs. With restrictions continuing and small 

businesses struggling, support programs will need to be extended and expanded in order to avoid widespread 

business closures across the province." 

Annie Dormuth, Alberta provincial affairs director, Canadian Federation of Independent Business 

The Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant offers financial assistance to Alberta businesses, cooperatives 

and non-profit organizations with fewer than 500 employees that have faced restrictions or closures due to 

COVID-related public health orders, and have experienced revenue losses of at least 30 per cent. 

Businesses can use the funding as they see fit to offset the costs they are facing as they relaunch their businesses. 

This includes the costs of items that help prevent the spread of COVID-19, such as personal protective equipment 

and cleaning supplies, as well as rent, employee wages or replacing inventory. The funds can also be used to help 

businesses expand their online presence or e-commerce opportunities so that they can continue to serve customers. 

These grants do not need to be repaid. 
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The program launched at the end of June 2020, and the government has committed $500 million to the grants. 

More details are on the program web page . Application intake will be open until March 31, 2021, unless otherwise 

communicated. 

Alberta's Recovery Plan is a bold, ambitious long-term strategy to build, diversify, and create tens of thousands of 

jobs now. By building schools, roads and other core infrastructure we are benefiting our communities. By 

diversifying our economy and attracting investment with Canada's most competitive tax environment, we are 

putting Alberta on a path for a generation of growth. 

Quick facts 
• As of Feb. 1, Alberta's government has provided more than $327 million to more than 47,000 businesses. 

• Small and medium entreprises are an important part of Alberta's economy, accounting for more than 99 per 

cent of all businesses and almost 55 per cent of all employment. 

• Additional supports for businesses are available through the federal government. 

Related information 
• Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant 

Les nouvelles entreprises et les proprietaires uniques non enregistres 
peuvent desormais soumettre une demande d'aide financiere destinee a la 
relance des petites entreprises albertaines. 

Dans le cadre du programme elargie de subvention destinee a la relance des petites et des moyennes entreprises 

(Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant) annonce en janvier demi er, le gouvernement de l' Alberta 

accepte des maintenant les demandes d'aide soumises sur son portail electronique. Les nouvelles entreprises dont 

les activites ont debute entre mars et octobre 2020, ainsi que les proprietaires uniques non enregistres sont 

desormais admissibles a cette aide financiere d'urgence. 

« En 2020, en pleine pandemie, environ l 0 000 nouvelles entreprises ont ete creees un peu partout en 

province par des Albertains et Albertaines qui avaient l'esprit d'entreprise et la confiance necessaires pour 

parier sur l' Alberta. Les entrepreneurs, qu'ils soient novices ou experimentes, doivent sentir que le 

gouvernement de l' Alberta est la pour les aider. » 
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Doug Schweitzer, ministre de l'Emploi, de l'Economie et de /'Innovation 

«Nous remercions le gouvemement d'elargir les criteres d'admissibilite de la subvention destinee a la 

relance des PME afin d'inclure les proprietaires uniques et les nouvelles entreprises creees en 2020. Ce 

programme est important pour les nouvelles entreprises, la plupart n'etant pas admissibles aux programmes 

de soutien du gouvemement federal. En raison des mesures sanitaires toujours en place et des difficultes 

eprouvees par les petites entreprises, ii faudra prolonger et elargir les programmes de soutien afin d'eviter la 

fermeture generalisee d'entreprises partout en Alberta.» 

Annie Dormuth, directrice des affaires provinciales de /'Alberta, Federation canadienne de 

l'entreprise independante 

La subvention destinee a la relance des petites et moyennes entreprises (Small and Medium Enterprise 

Relaunch Grant) de l' Alberta offre une aide financiere aux entreprises, aux cooperatives et aux organismes sans 

but lucratif de moins de 500 employes qui ont du fermer ou reduire leurs activites en raison des ordonnances de 

sante publique et qui ont subi une perte de revenus d'au moins 30 % en raison de la pandemie de COVID-19. 

Les entreprises peuvent utiliser le financement comme elles l 'entendent pour compenser les couts relies a leur 

reouverture ou a la relance de leurs activites, tel que les loyers, les salaires des employes, le remplacement des 

inventaires ou l'achat d'equipements de protection individuelle et de produits de nettoyage. Ces fonds peuvent 

aussi servir a accroitre leur presence en ligne ou a elargir leurs possibilites de commerce electronique afin qu'elles 

puissent continuer a servir leurs clients. Les entreprises n'auront pas a rembourser la subvention qui leur aura ete 

octroyee. 

Ce programme de subventions a ete lance a la fin de juin 2020 et le gouvemement a reserve une enveloppe de 

500 millions de dollars pour aider les entreprises. Pour plus de renseignements, consultez la page Web du 

programme. Les demandes peuvent etre soumises en tout tempsjusqu'au 31mars2021, sauf avis contraire. 

Le plan de relance de l 'Alberta est une strategie a long terme, audacieuse et ambitieuse, visant a batir 

!'infrastructure de la province, a diversifier l'economie et a creer des dizaines de milliers d'emplois des 

maintenant. Les retombees de la construction d'ecoles, de routes et d'installations de base seront avantageuses 

pour les collectivites. En diversifiant son economie et en attirant des investissements grace a son regime fiscal des 

plus concurrentiels au Canada, I' Alberta assure des perspectives de croissance pour l'avenir. 
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En bref 

• Au 1 er fevrier, le gouvemement de l'Alberta a verse plus de 327 millions de dollars a plus de 

4 7 000 entreprises. 

• Small and medium-sized businesses represent a significant portion of the Alberta economy, accounting for over 

99% of all businesses and 55% of all jobs. 

• Other support measures for businesses are offered by the federal government . 

Related information 
• Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant (Grant for the revival of small and medium enterprises) 

Staff directory 

Open Government Program 

Ministries 

Contact us 

Social media directory 
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Using Alberta.ca 

Disclaimer 

Privacy 

Accessjbj)jty 

© 2021 Government of Alberta 
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More COVID recovery aid for Alberta's small businesses I Financement add itionncl pour aider la repr ise des PME albertaincs touchees par la pandemic de COVID-19 1 alberta ca 

COY! D.::l.9_Llpdates 

• Alberta in Stage 2 reopening: Public health measures remain in effect. 

• Get vaccinated: Everyone 12+ can book first and second doses now. 
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Government news 

Apr 13, 2021 

More COVID recovery 
aid for Alberta's small 
businesses I 
Financement 
additionnel pour aider 
la reprise des PME 
albertaines touchees 
par la pandemie de 
COVID-19 

• ~ . •• • • :.. 1~ • 

Alberta's government is expanding the small business relaunch grant to put more money in the hands of job 

creators when they need it to survive the end of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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On this page: 

Quick facts 

Related information 

Multimedia 

En bref 

Renseignements connexes (en anglais seulement) 

Multimedia (en anglais seulement) 

On this page: 

Quick facts 

Re lated information 

Multimedia 

En bref 

Renseignements connexes (en anglais seulement) 

Multimedia (en anglais seulement) 

145. More COVID recovery aid for Alberta's small businesses.html[22/06/202 l 11 :47:00 AM] 

11
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The Alberta government is offering small businesses affected by the most recent public health orders another 

payment of up to $I 0,000 from the Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant. 

Alberta businesses affected by the latest public health orders will be eligible to apply for another payment in the 

second half of April. This additional payment will also be available to new businesses that began operating 

between March 1, 2020 and March 31, 2021, as well as hotels, taxis and ride-sharing services. 

"Small businesses have borne the brunt of pandemic restrictions, and have made real sacrifices to protect our 

health-care system and save lives. That's why Alberta's government has already committed over $500 

million in support through the Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant, and it's why we are expanding 

that support today." 

Jason Kenney, Premier 

"We'll continue to be there to support small businesses that we've asked to make sacrifices to help keep us 

safe during this pandemic. Alberta's economy relies on the successful recovery of small businesses and we'll 

be there to support them to get to the other side of this pandemic." 

Doug Schweitzer, Minister of Jobs, Economy and Innovation 

"We know how difficult this past year has been for small businesses, and this program will provide some 

much-needed capital to these businesses." 

Martin Long, parliamentary secretary for Small Business and Tourism 
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More COVID recovery aid for Alberta's small businesses I Financement additionnel pour aider la reprise des PME albertaines touchees par la pandemie de COVID-19 1 alberta.ca 

"Today's announcement is welcome news. It is vital for small business survival that proper supports are in 

place until the economy can fully reopen." 

Annie Dormuth, Alberta provincial affairs director, Canadian Federation of Independent Business 

"Not being able to qualify for relief programs was a major frustration we heard from operators who started 

ventures during the early days of the pandemic. This is a much-needed program to provide some assistance 

for SMEs that are doing their part to stem the tide of our current pandemic." 

Ken Kobly, president and CEO, Alberta Chambers of Commerce 

"Alberta businesses face ongoing uncertainty and require flexible and accessible supports. Extending the 

relaunch grant provides critical support for businesses, giving them confidence that they can recover and 

emerge stronger." 

Murray Sigler, interim CEO, Calgary Chamber of Commerce 

"This increased funding can't come soon enough. Businesses have already faced over a year of tremendous 

revenue shortfalls and they will need continued help." 

Janet M. Riopel, president & CEO, Edmonton Chamber of Commerce 

The relaunch grant program has already had nearly 50,000 applicants, with total program costs of more than $500 

million. With this latest expansion, small businesses that have qualified for all three rounds will have received as 

much as $30,000. 

The Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant (SMERG) offers financial assistance to Alberta businesses, 

cooperatives and non-profit organizations with fewer than 500 employees that have faced restrictions or closures 

due to CO YID-related public health orders, and have experienced revenue losses of at least 30 per cent. 

Funds can be used to: 

• Cover costs of items that help prevent the spread of COVID-19, such as personal protective equipment and 

cleaning supplies. 
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• Pay rent, employee wages or replace inventory. 

• Help businesses expand their online presence or e-commerce opportunities so that they can continue to serve 

customers. 

The program is scheduled to be open for applications until May 31 and is capped at $350 million. 

The updated SMERG program will replace the previously announced Enhanced COVID-19 Business Benefit and 

will provide funding to more businesses facing increased public health measures as announced on April 6. 

Alberta's government is responding to the COVID-19 pandemic by protecting lives and livelihoods with precise 

measures to bend the curve, sustain small businesses and protect Alberta's health-care system. 

Quick facts 
• Applications for the additional $10,000 payment will open in the second half of April for any organization that 

meets the eligibility criteria. 

o Applications received before the previous program closure on March 31 will continue to be processed. 

o Companies that did not apply under the first run of SMERG will not be able to apply for the initial payments 

- only the new $10,000 payment. 

o Money received under SMERG does not need to be repaid. 

• Small and medium enterprises are an important part of Alberta's economy, accounting for more than 99 per 

cent of all businesses and nearly 55 per cent of all employment. 

• As of April 6, Alberta's government has provided more than $451 million to more than 39,000 small 

businesses through the Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant. 

• Alberta's government has provided billions of dollars in supports to job creators since the start of the COVID-

19 pandemic, including: 

o Deferring corporate income tax collection for six months, providing $1.5 billion in relief. 

o Deferring education property taxes and freezing the rate at 2019 levels. 

o Deferring WCB premiums and paying 50 per cent of them for small and medium businesses, saving them 

$350 million. 

o Providing a 90-day deferral for utility payments last spring. 

o Banning commercial evictions, rent increases and late fees for commercial tenants. 

• Additional supports for businesses are available through the federal government.' 
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Related information 
• Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant 

Multimedia 
• Watch the news conference 

• Listen to the news conference 

• View the event photos 

Le gouvernement de !'Alberta a annonce la prolongation de son programme 
de subvention destines a la relance des petites entreprises afin d'octroyer 
davantage d'argent aux createurs d'emploi qui en ant bien besoin pour tenir 
ban jusqu'a la fin de la pandemie de COVID-19. 

En effet, Jes entreprises touchees par Jes plus recents ordres de sante publique pourront obtenir jusqu'a 10 000 $ 

dans le cadre de la subvention destinee a la relance des petites et moyennes entreprises (Small and Medium 

Enterprise Relaunch Grant) des la seconde moitie d'avril. 

De plus, Jes entreprises ayant debute leurs activites entre le 1 er mars 2020 et le 31 mars 2021, ainsi que Jes hotels, 

Jes compagnies de taxis et Jes services de covoiturage, seront desormais admissibles ace programme de 

subvention. 

«Les petites entreprises ont souffert enormement des restrictions imposees en raison de la pandemie et ont 

fait de reels sacrifices pour proteger notre systeme de soins de sante et pour sauver des vies. C'est pourquoi le 

gouvemement de I' Alberta a deja engage plus de 500 millions de dollars en subventions destinees a la 

relance des petites et moyennes entreprises (Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant) et que nous 

elargissons aujourd'hui notre programme.» 

Jason Kenney, premier ministre 

« Nous continuerons de soutenir Jes petites entreprises a qui nous avons demande de faire des sacrifices pour 

nous aider a proteger la population albertaine durant cette pandemie. L'economie albertaine repose sur une 
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relance reussie des petites entreprises et nous serons la pour les aider a traverser cette pandemie. » 

Doug Schweitzer, ministre de l'Emploi, de l'Economie et de /'Innovation 

«Nous savons a quel point l'annee derniere a ete difficile pour les petites entreprises et ce programme leur 

fournira les capitaux dont elles ont tant besoin. » 

Martin Long, secretaire parlementaire pour la Petite Entreprise et le Tourisme 

« L'annonce faite aujourd'hui est une bonne nouvelle. Pour la survie des petites entreprises, ii faut 

absolument que des mesures de soutien adequates soient mises en place jusqu'a la reouverture complete de 

l'economie. » 

Annie Dormuth, directrice des affaires provinciales de /'Alberta, Federation canadienne de 

l'entreprise independante 

«Ne pas etre admissibles aux programmes d'aide a ete la principale source de frustration pour les 

entrepreneurs qui se sont lances en affaires au tout debut de la pandemie. C'est un programme fort necessaire 

pour aider les PME qui font leur part pour lutter contre la pandemie. » 

Ken Kobly, president-directeur general, Alberta Chambers of Commerce 

«En raison de l'incertitude qui perdure, les entreprises albertaines ont besoin d' avoir acces a des mesures de 

soutien evolutives. La prolongation de la subvention destinee a la relance constitue un appui essentiel aux 

entreprises, leur donnant ainsi l'assurance qu'elles pourront traverser cette periode difficile et en sortir plus 

fortes.» 

Murray Sigler, directeur general par interim, Calgary Chamber of Commerce 

«Les entreprises attendaient avec impatience ce financement accru. Cela fait deja plus d'un an qu'elles font 

face a des pertes importantes de benefices; elles auront done besoin d'une aide continue.» 
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Janet M. Riopel, presidente-directrice generale, Edmonton Chamber of Commerce 

Jusqu'a ce jour, le programme de subvention destinee a la relance a re~u pres de 50 000 demandes pour un total de 

quelque 500 millions de dollars. Grace a cette nouvelle prolongation, Jes petites entreprises qui repondaient aux 

criteres des trois phases de financement auront re~ujusqu'a 30 000 $ chacune. 

La subvention destinee a la relance des petites et moyennes entreprises (Small and Medium Enterprise 

Relaunch Grant) offre une aide financiere aux entreprises, aux cooperatives et aux organismes sans but lucratif 

de I' Alberta qui ont du fermer ou reduire leurs activites en raison des ordonnances de sante publique et qui ont 

subi une perte de revenus d'au moins 30 % en raison de la pandemie de COVID-19. Pour etre admissibles a cette 

subvention, Jes entreprises et organismes doivent avoir moins de 500 employes. 

La subvention obtenue peut servir a : 

• Compenser Jes coiits demise en ceuvre de mesures pour !utter contre la COVID-19, incluant l'achat de produits 

de nettoyage et d'equipements de protection individuelle; 

• Payer leurs loyers, les salaires de leurs employes ou les frais de remplacement de stocks; 

• Accroitre leur presence en ligne OU elargir leurs possibilites de commerce electronique afin de continuer a 

servir leurs clients. 

Les demandes seront acceptees jusqu'au 31 mai et le budget total est de 350 millions de dollars. 

Le programme SMERG mis a jour remplacera done le programme de prestations bonifiees pour les entreprises 

touchees par la pandemie de COVlD-19 (Enhanced COVID-19 Business Benefit) et offrira une aide financiere 

a un plus grand nombre d'entreprises affectees par Jes mesures de sante publique accrues qui ont ete annoncees le 

6 avril dernier. 

En reaction a la pandemie de COVID-19, le gouvernement de I' Alberta met en ceuvre des mesures precises visant 

a aplatir la courbe, a soutenir les petites entreprises et a proteger le systeme de sante albertain, et ce, afin de sauver 

la vie et le gagne-pain des Albertains et Albertaines. 

En bref 
• Les entreprises admissibles a cette nouvelle subvention de 10 000 $ pourront soumettre leur demande au cours 

de la seconde moitie du mois d'avril. 

o Les demandes soumises dans le cadre du precedent programme et re~ues avant le 31 mars seront traitees 

comme prevu. 
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o Les entreprises qui n'ont aucune demande d'aide dans le cadre de la premiere phase du programme SMERG 

pourront uniquement recevoir le nouveau paiement de 10 000 $. 

o Les entreprises n'auront pas a rembourser la subvention qui leur sera octroyee. 

• Les petites et moyennes entreprises representent une part importante de l'economie albertaine, comptant pour 

plus de 99 % de toutes les entreprises et pour 55 % de tous les emplois. 

• En date du 6 avril, le gouvemement de I' Alberta a verse plus de 451 millions de dollars a plus de 39 000 petites 

entreprises par le biais de son programme de subvention pour la relance des petites et moyennes entreprises 

(Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant). 

• Depuis le debut de la pandemie de COVID-19, le gouvemement de I' Alberta a investi des milliards de dollars 

pour aider les createurs d'emplois sous differentes formes, dont: 

o Report de six mois de la perception de l'impot des societes, ce qui represente un allegement de 1,5 milliard 

de dollars; 

o Report des impots fonciers scolaires et gel du taux a son niveau de 2019; 

o Report des primes a verser a la WCB et autorisation de payer seulement 50 % des primes des petites et 

moyennes entreprises, ce qui leur permettra d'economiser 350 millions de dollars; 

o Report de 90 jours des paiements de factures de services publics; 

o Suspension des expulsions commerciales et interdiction d'augmenter les loyers et d'imposer des frais de 

retard. 

• D'autres mesures de soutien pour Jes entreprises sont offertes par le gouvernement federal 

Renseignements connexes (en anglais seulement) 
• Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant 

entreprises) 

(Subvention pour la relance des petites et moyennes 

Multimedia (en anglais seulement) 

• Regarder la conference de presse 

• Ecouter la conference de presse 

• Voir les photos de l'evenement 
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CQVID-19 Updates 

• Alberta enters Stage 1: Mandatory provincewide restrictions remain in effect. 

• Get vaccinated: Everyone 12+ can book first dose now, second doses available in stages. 
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New grants will ease relaunch costs faced by businesses 

Ending the fear of commercial tenant eviction 

WCB premiums deferral for private sector businesses and support for small and medium businesses 

Additional supports for small businesses 

De nouvelles subventions reduiront les coats de relance imposes aux entreprises 

Apaiser les crajntes d'expulsion des locataires commerciaux 

Report des primes de la Commission des accidents du travail (CAT) pour les entreprises privees et 

soutjen aux petites et moyennes entreprises 

Autres mesures d'aide aux petites entreprises 

On this page: 

New grants will ease relaunch costs faced by businesses 

Ending the fear of commercial tenant eviction 

WCB premiums deferral for private sector businesses and support for small and medium businesses 

Additional supports for small businesses 

De nouvelles subventions reduiront les coats de relance imposes aux entreprises 

Apaiser les crajntes d'expulsjon des locataires commercjaux 

Report des primes de la Commission des accidents du travail (CAT) pour les entreprises privees et 

soutien aux petites et moyennes entreprises 

Autres mesures d'aide aux petites entreprjses 

The government will continue to provide Alberta's businesses and non-profits with additional supports 

as they deal with the impacts of the·COVID-19 pandemic. These new programs complement Alberta's 
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existing business supports, which are the most comprehensive in Canada. 

"Alberta is proud to lead the country in providing relief and support to protect jobs and keep 

businesses open. We have taken the time to listen directly to job creators, and are acting to 

address their needs. Our focus remains on ensuring a safe relaunch to get Albertans back to work 

and our economy back on track." 

Jason Kenney, Premier 

New grants will ease relaunch costs faced by 
businesses 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many small- and medium-sized businesses and non-profits in Alberta 

have shutdown, either completely or partially, leading to severely limited sales. As they begin to reopen, 

the increased cost to operate under public health requirements are causing further stress among 

business owners and non-profits. 

To ease the impacts of new measures, businesses and non-profits need support to reopen. 

Government is committing up to $200 million in funding for eligible businesses and non-profits to access 

up to $5,000 to offset a portion of their relaunch costs. These funds can be used for implementing 

measures to minimize the risk of virus transmission, (such as physical barriers, personal protective 

equipment and disinfecting supplies), rent, employee wages or replacement of inventory. 

The program's online application is expected to be available in the coming weeks. Program details, 

including eligibility, are being confirmed. 

"The Province is stepping up to provide further support for businesses still reeling from the impacts 

of COVID-19. These grants will help businesses with desperately-needed revenue, and ensure we 

emerge from this pandemic with enough strength to weather the economic headwinds Alberta 

faces." 

Janet Riopel, President and CEO, Edmonton Chamber of Commerce 

Ending the fear of commercial tenant eviction 
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Many Alberta businesses are facing challenges paying their rent during the COVID-19 pandemic and 

will continue to feel the economic pressure even as their businesses reopen. 

To help ease the economic pinch, government is planning further measures including legislation to 

ensure commercial tenants will not face rent increases or be evicted for non-payment of rent due to the 

COVID-19 public health emergency. The new measures will help address shortfalls in the current 

Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) program, and will give eligible business 

owners piece of mind as they reopen and help with the provincial economic recovery. 

Additional details are expected to be finalized during the current summer session. 

"CFIB is pleased the Alberta government has listened and heard the concerns of small business 

owners who fear being evicted. Commercial eviction protection provides a safety net for small 

businesses struggling to make rent payments and cannot access relief through the Canadian 

Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance Program. A direct cash support program will also help 

small businesses who have fallen through funding gaps of federal and provincial support programs 

cover fixed costs such as rent, bills payments and PPE." 

Annie Dormuth, Alberta provincial affairs director, Canadian Federation of Independent Business 

WCB premiums deferral for private sector 
businesses and support for small and medium 
businesses 

As announced in March, government is committed to easing the economic burden on businesses by 

deferring WCB premiums. Private sector employers are saving money on their WCB premium 

payments now, when they need it most. These actions ensure the sustainability of the workers' 

compensation system and that injured workers continue to receive the benefits and supports they need 

to return to work. 

• Private sector employers have immediate financial relief, with WCB premiums deferred for one year, 

until early 2021. 

• Employers who have already paid their WCB premium payment for 2020-21 are eligible for a rebate 

or credit. 
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• For small and medium businesses, the government is covering 50 percent of the premium when it is 

due. 

o The average small business is expected to save about $1,000 this year. 

o The average medium business is expected to save about $20,000 this year. 

• Large employers are receiving a break having their 2020 WCB premium payments deferred until 

2021, at which time their premiums will be due. 

• Paying 50 per cent of small and medium private sector WCB premiums for 2020 will cost government 

approximately $350 million. 

"I have engaged with thousands of businesses since the start of the pandemic and have been 

carefully listening to their feedback. This announcement addresses the number one ask we had 

from businesses. We're working to make sure Alberta's businesses can continue to survive through 

this trying time. The supports announced today will help make sure we're well positioned during the 

province's economic recovery." 

Tanya Fir, Minister of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism 

"As a Senior Care provider our requirement to adhere to the many Health directives, to keep our 

residents and staff safe, and maintain quality care, have resulted in significant cost increases. The 

relief from WCB premiums is one of the few financial assistance programs that we are eligible for, 

and for that we are grateful." 

Dawn Harsch, President and CEO, Exquisicare Senior Living and Care at Home 

Additional supports for small businesses 

Government has taken significant steps to help Alberta businesses get the relief and support needed to 

weather the pandemic and be better positioned for recovery. These supports include: 

• freezing education property taxes at 2019 levels and provided businesses with a six-month education 

property tax deferral; 
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deferring corporate income tax payments to August 31, 2020, interest free; 

• introducing a 90-day utility payment relief; 

• providing a two-month filing deadline extension for annual returns with Alberta Corporate Registry; 

and 

• deferring of the Tourism Levy for hotels and other lodging providers. 

• Energy sector: 

o Committed to a $1.5 billion equity investment in 2020 towards the Keystone XL pipeline project 

and a $6 billion loan guarantee in 2021. 

o $113 million towards the Alberta Energy Regulator to waive industry levies for a period of six 

months. 

o $100 million loan to the Orphan Well Association. 

• Deferral of loan payments at ATB Financial and credit unions 

• Deferral of timber dues for six months 

• Support for continuing care facilities 

• Up to $24.5 million is being advanced to help continuing care facilities operators address immediate 

cost pressures. 

• $7 .3 million per month for: 

o increased health-care aide staffing levels 

o a wage top-up of an additional $2 per hour for health-care aides 

o Up to $3.5 million for 1,000 paid student practicum positions 

• Relief for the child care sector 

o Up to $17.8 million in grants for the child care sector 

• Supporting Alberta's agriculture industry 

o Up to $5 million to the Agriculture Training Support Program, including about $1 million for meat 

processors to provide support for new hires for meat-cutting training. 

o An increase to the interim payment under AgriStability from 50 per cent to 75 per cent for both the 

hog sector and the potato industry. 
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Alberta will contribute up to $17 million in Agri-Recovery funding, which is split 60/40 with the 

federal government for a fed-cattle set aside program. This will allow producers to hold onto 

slaughter-ready cattle on a maintenance feed ration for up to nine weeks, ultimately allowing the 

supply of animals to more evenly match demand and reduced processing capacity. 

De nouveaux programmes d'aide a la reprise et de nouvelles mesures pour la 
tenance commerciale des petites et moyennes entreprises de !'Alberta sont 
mis en ceuvre pendant la phase de relance economique 

Grace a des mesures supplementaires, le gouvernement continuera a aider les entreprises et les 

organismes sans but lucratif de !'Alberta a composer avec les repercussions de la pandemie de 

COVID-19. Ces nouveaux programmes viennent s'ajouter aux programmes d'aide deja offerts aux 

entreprises de !'Alberta, qui sont les plus complets au Canada. 

« L'Alberta est fiere d'etre en tete au Canada sur le plan du soutien apporte pour proteger les 

emplois et assurer la perennite des entreprises. Nous avons bien ecoute les createurs d'emplois et 

nous prenons des mesures pour repondre a leurs besoins. Notre objectif est toujours d'assurer une 

relance economique en toute securite pour permettre a la population albertaine de reprendre le 

travail et de retablir l'economie. )) 

Jason Kenney, premier ministre 

De nouvelles subventions reduiront les coots de 
relance imposes aux entreprises 

Beaucoup de petites et moyennes entreprises et d'organismes sans but lucratif en !'Alberta, contraintes 

d'interrompre ou de reduire leurs activites pendant la pandemie de COVID-19, ont vu leurs ventes 

fortement chuter. La hausse des coots de fonctionnement qu'entrainent les exigences en matiere de 

sante publique est une source de stress supplementaire pour les proprietaires d'entreprises et les 

organismes sans but lucratif qui commencent a rouvrir. 

Pour attenuer les effets de ces nouvelles mesures, les entreprises et les organismes sans but lucratif 

ont besoin d'aide pour rouvrir leurs portes. Le gouvernement s'engage a investir jusqu'a 200 millions de 

dollars pour aider les entreprises et organismes sans but lucratif admissibles a obtenir jusqu'a 5 000 $ 
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pour compenser une partie des coats de relance. Ces fonds pourront leur servir a prendre des mesures 

d'attenuation des risques de transmission du virus (p. ex. des barrieres physiques, de l'equipement de 

protection individuelle et des produits de desinfection), et a payer un loyer, le salaire des employes ou a 

assurer le remplacement de leurs stocks. 

II sera possible de s'inscrire en ligne a ce programme d'ici quelques semaines. Les details du 

programme, y compris l'admissibilite a celui-ci, seront bientot confirmes. 

« La province apporte une aide supplementaire aux entreprises qui ne se sont pas encore remises 

des consequences de la pandemie de COVID-19. Grace aces subventions, les entreprises 

pourront accroitre le revenu qui leur est absolument necessaire et nous aurons ainsi les moyens 

de sortir de cette pandemie avec suffisamment de force pour affronter le ralentissement 

economique que connait !'Alberta. » 

Janet Riopel, premiere dirigeante de la Edmonton Chamber of Commerce (chambre de commerce 

d'Edmonton) 

Apaiser les craintes d'expulsion des locataires 
. 

commerc1aux 
Beaucoup d'entreprises albertaines peinent a payer leurs loyers pendant la pandemie de COVID-19 et 

elles continueront a en ressentir les repercussions sur le plan economique apres la reouverture de leur 

commerce. 

Pour attenuer ces pressions economiques, le gouvernement compte prendre d'autres mesures, 

notamment !'adoption d'une loi interdisant !'augmentation des coats des loyers commerciaux et 

!'expulsion pour non-paiement des loyers dans le contexte de l'etat d'urgence sanitaire associe a la 

COVID-19. Les nouvelles mesures viendront completer le programme en vigueur d'Aide d'urgence du 

Canada pour le loyer commercial; elles offriront la tranquillite d'esprit aux proprietaires d'entreprises 

admissibles qui rouvriront leur commerce et elles permettront d'appuyer la reprise economique de la 

province. 

D'autres details devraient etre confirmes durant la session d'ete qui est en cours. 

«Pour la Federation canadienne de l'entreprise independante, ii est rejouissant que le 

gouvernement de !'Alberta ait tenu compte des craintes d'expulsion des proprietaires de petites 
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entreprises. La protection contre !'expulsion de locaux commerciaux rassure les proprietaires de 

petites entreprises qui peinent a payer leur loyer et qui ne peuvent pas obtenir l'Aide d'urgence du 

Canada pour le loyer commercial. Un programme d'aide en especes direct viendra aussi aider les 

petites entreprises pour qui les programmes d'aide du gouvernement federal et du gouvernement 

provincial n'ont pas suffi pour payer les coots fixes tels que le loyer, le paiement des factures et 

l'equipement de protection personnel. » 

Annie Dormuth, directrice des affaires provinciales de /'Alberta, Federation canadienne de 

l'entreprise independante 

Report des primes de la Commission des accidents 
du travail (CAT) pour les entreprises privees et 
soutien aux petites et moyennes entreprises 

Conformement a l'annonce faite en mars, le gouvernement s'engage a alleger le fardeau economique 

des entreprises en reportant les primes de la Commission des accidents du travail. Les employeurs du 

secteur prive economisent de l'argent en ne versant pas de primes de la Commission des accidents du 

travail au moment ou ils en ont le plus besoin, soit maintenant. Ces mesures garantissent la viabilite du 

systeme d'indemnisation des accidents du travail et permettent aux travailleurs blesses de continuer a 

toucher les prestations et I' aide dont ils ont besoin pour retourner travailler. 

• Les employeurs du secteur prive beneficient d'un allegement financier immediat, les primes de la 

Commission des accidents du travail etant reportees jusqu'au debut de 2021. 

• Les employeurs qui ont deja paye leur cotisation a la Commission des accidents du travail 

pour 2020-2021 recevront une remise ou un credit. 

• Dans le cas des petites et moyennes entreprises, le gouvernement acquittera la moitie de leur prime 

a l'echeance du paiement. 

o La petite entreprise moyenne devrait economiser environ 1 000 $ cette annee. 

o L'entreprise moyenne devrait economiser environ 20 000 $ cette annee. 

• Dans le cas des gros employeurs, le paiement des primes de la Commission des accidents du travail 

de 2020 est reporte d'un an, soit jusqu'en 2021, apres quoi ils devront verser leurs primes. 

• Le paiement de· la moitie des primes de la Commission des accidents du travail des petites et 

60 . Alberta leads country supporting economic relaunch.html[09/06/2021 4: 13: 15 PM] 

28



Alberta leads country supporting economic relaunch IL' Alberta en tete du pays au chapitre de I' aide a la relance de l'economie I alberta.ca 

moyennes entreprises privees en 2020 coatera environ 350 millions de dollars au gouvernement. 

« J'ai consulte des milliers d'entreprises depuis le debut de la pandemie et j'ai ete tres attentive a 

ce qu'elles avaient a dire. Cette annonce repond a la principale demande des entreprises. Nous 

voulons que les entreprises de l'Alberta puissent garder la tete hors de l'eau pendant cette periode 

difficile. Les mesures d'aide annoncees aujourd'hui permettront de veiller ace que nous soyons en 

bonne posture tors la reprise economique de la province. » 

Tanya Fir, ministre du Developpement economique, du Commerce et du Tourisme 

« En tant que fournisseur de soins aux personnes agees, nous devons respecter de nombreuses 

mesures d'hygiene, assurer la sante et la securite de nos residents et de nos employes, et 

prodiguer des soins de grande qualite. Ces exigences ont entraine des augmentations accrues des 

coats. Nous nous rejouissons du report du versement des primes de la Commission des accidents 

du travail, puisqu'il s'agit de l'une des rares mesures d'aide financiere auxquelles nous sommes 

admissibles. » 

Dawn Harsch, premiere dirigeante, Exquisicare Senior Living and Care at Home 

Autres mesures d'aide aux petites entreprises 

Le gouvernement a pris d'importantes mesures pour aider les entreprises de l'Alberta a obtenir le 

soutien dont elles ont besoin pour affronter la pandemie et etre ainsi en mesure de reprendre leurs 

activites. Parmi ces mesures d'aide, mentionnons les suivantes : 

• Gel des taxes scolaires au niveau de 2019 et report de six mois accorde aux entreprises pour le 

paiement de ces taxes; 

• Report au 31 aout 2020, sans interets, du paiement de l'impot sur le revenu des societes; 

• Report de 90 jours du paiement des charges de services publics; 

• Report de deux mois de la date limite de production des declarations annuelles au Alberta Corporate 

Registry (registre des societes de !'Alberta); 

• Report du paiement de la taxe touristique pour les hotels et autres fournisseurs d'hebergement; 
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• Secteur de l'energie : 

o Engagement d'investissement de capitaux de 1,5 milliard de dollars en 2020 pour le projet 

d'oleoduc Keystone XL et garantie de pret de 6 milliards de dollars en 2021; 

o Montant de 113 millions de dollars a l'organe de reglementation Alberta Energy Regulator pour 

reporter de six mois la taxe imposee a l'industrie; 

o Pret de 100 millions de dollars a I' Association des puits de petrole et de gaz orphelins. 

• Report des versements de prets a l'ATB Financial et aux cooperatives de credit; 

• Report de six mois des droits de coupe; 

• Aide aux etablissements de soins longue duree; 

• Avance pouvant s'elever a 24,5 millions de dollars pour aider les exploitants d'etablissements de 

soins longue duree a faire face aux pressions financieres immediates; 

• Montant de 7,3 millions de dollars par mois pour les mesures suivantes: 

o Augmentation d'un nombre d'employes dans le domaine de la sante, 

o Supplement de salaire de 2 $ l'heure offert aux preposes aux aides en soins de sante, 

0 Jusqu'a 3,5 millions de dollars pour 1 000 pastes de stagiaires remuneres; 

• Aide au secteur des services de garde : 

o Jusqu'a 17,8 millions de dollars en subventions pour le secteur des services de garde; 

• Aide a l'industrie agricole de !'Alberta: 

o Jusqu'a 5 millions de dollars pour le programme de formation en agriculture, dont environ 1 million 

de dollars pour les transformateurs de viande afin d'appuyer la formation des nouveaux bouchers; 

o Augmentation des paiements provisoires de 50 % a 75 % grace a Agri-stabilite pour le secteur du 

pore et celui de la pomme de terre; 

o Contribution allant jusqu'a 17 millions de dollars au titre d'Agri-relance, reparti 60-40 avec le 

gouvernement federal pour la mise de cote de fonds pour l'engraissement des bovins. Les 

producteurs pourront ainsi donner a leurs bovins une ration alimentaire d'entretien pendant une 

periode pouvant atteindre neuf semaines, ce qui leur permettra de mieux repondre a la demande 

du marche et a leur capacite de transformation. 
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COVID-19 Updates 

• Alberta enters Stage 1: Mandatory provincewide restrictions remain in effect. 

• Get vaccinated: Everyone 12+ can book first dose now, second doses available in stages. 
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Related information 

En bref 

Renseignements connexes 

On this page: 

Quick facts 

Related information 

En bref 

Renseignements connexes 

The Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant offers financial assistance to Alberta businesses, 

cooperatives, and non-profit organizations that faced restrictions or closures from public health orders, 

and experienced a revenue loss of at least 50 per cent due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Eligible job creators can apply for up to $5,000 through this program. 

This relief for businesses and non-profits can be used to offset the costs they are facing as they reopen 

their doors. This includes the costs of implementing measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, such 

as physical barriers, PPE and cleaning supplies, as well as rent, employee wages, replacing inventory 

and more. 

"Small- and medium-sized businesses are job creators. They employ hundreds of thousands of 

Albertans and are the backbone of our economy. That's why we are taking further action to support 

them as we relaunch our economy and get folks back to work. This builds on Alberta's nation­

leading support for job creators, and will help businesses, cooperatives and non-profits get 

Albertans working and our economy back on track." 

Tanya Fir, Minister of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism 
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"We continue to hear from small businesses that although they are now fully open, it is not 

business as usual - with only 20 per cent making normal or better revenues for this time of year. 

This program will help small businesses in the economic relaunch phase who are struggling to pay 

for fixed costs such as rent and additional new costs like PPE." 

Annie Dormuth, Alberta provincial affairs director, Canadian Federation of Independent Business 

"Businesses continue to struggle with the additional costs of getting their businesses - and 

therefore Alberta's economy- back up and running. This grant program is very much appreciated 

and welcomed by small- and medium-sized businesses." 

Ken Kobly, president and CEO, Alberta Chambers of Commerce 

"Prior to COVID-19, our Thursday buffet was our busiest day. With the help of the funding, we plan 

to purchase equipment to turn our self-serve buffet into a closed buffet so we can continue to offer 

this experience to our guests, just with adjustments to serving style." 

Done Philip, owner, PDS Restaurant in Brooks 

"We will be using the funds to purchase personal protective equipment for our staff and facilities to 

ensure our customers feel safe when they come back to our businesses." 

Peter and Kamal Sandhu, owners, Care Edmonton Inc., and Care Beauty Spa & Hair Inc. in 

Edmonton 

To be eligible, small- and medium-sized businesses, cooperatives and non-profits must have 500 or 

fewer employees. 

The program has a budget of $200 million. 

Application intake will open at 10 a.m. on June 29, and remain open until Aug. 31, or for four weeks 
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following the start of stage three of Alberta's Relaunch Strategy - whichever is later. 

To manage the expected volume of applications, during the first week of application intake (June 29 to 

July 3), a specific application day has been designated for specific regions of the province. During this 

time, applicants are encouraged to apply on the application day that is specified for their region. 

Beginning July 4, 

businesses, cooperatives and non-profits from all regions may apply at any time until application intake 

closes. 

Full program details, including additional eligibility criteria, application days by region, and how to apply, 

are outlined in the program guidelines. 

A program web page and online application portal will launch on alberta.ca when application intake 

opens at 10 a.m. on June 29. 

Quick facts 

• Many businesses have experienced a dramatic decrease in revenues, while other businesses have 

temporarily ceased operations as a result of COVID-19. 

• An Alberta Chambers of Commerce survey conducted in May found that affordability of PPE and 

sanitization materials is an issue for 22 per cent of businesses. 

Related information 

• Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant program guidelines 

Des le 29 juin, les petites et moyennes entreprises, les cooperatives et les 
organismes sans but lucratif admissibles peuvent presenter une demande de 
financement afin d'ouvrir leurs portes et de permettre aux Albertains et aux 
Albertaines de retourner travail. 

La subvention pour la relance des petites et moyennes entreprises est une aide financiere aux 

entreprises, cooperatives et organismes sans but lucratif de !'Alberta qui ont ete soumis a des 

restrictions et a d.es fermetures imposees par des ordonnances de sante publique et ont subi une perte 
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de revenus d'au mains 50 % en raison de la pandemie de COVID-19. 

Les createurs d'emplois admissibles peuvent demander jusqu'a 5 000 $ au titre de ce programme. 

Cette aide aux entreprises et aux organismes sans but lucratif peut etre utilisee pour compenser les 

coots associes a la reprise de leurs activites. II s'agit notamment des coots des mesures visant a 

prevenir la propagation de la COVID-19, comme les barrieres physiques, l'equipement de protection 

individuelle, les fournitures de nettoyage, les layers, les salaires des employes, le remplacement des 

stocks, etc. 

« Les proprietaires de petites et moyennes entreprises creent des emplois. lls emploient des 

centaines de milliers d'Albertains et d'Albertaines et constituent le pilier de notre economie. C'est 

pourquoi nous prenons des mesures supplementaires pour les soutenir dans le cadre de la relance 

notre economie et du retour au travail de la population active. Cette demarche vient renforcer le 

soutien que !'Alberta accorde aux createurs d'emplois, l'un des plus importants au pays. Les 

Albertains et les Albertaines pourront ainsi reprendre le travail dans ces entreprises, cooperatives 

et organismes sans but lucratif et contribuer au retablissement de l'economie. » 

Tanya Fir, ministre du Developpement economique, du Commerce et du Tourisme 

« Les proprietaires de petites entreprises continuent de nous dire que, malgre la reprise complete 

de leurs activites, tout n'est pas comme avant, car seulement 20 % d'entre eux enregistrent des 

recettes normales ou superieures pour cette periode de l'annee. Ce programme aidera les 

proprietaires de petites entreprises en phase de relance economique qui peinent a payer des coots 

fixes comme leur layer et des coots supplementaires inedits comme l'equipement de protection 

individuelle. » 

Annie Dormuth, directrice des affaires provinciales de /'Alberta, Federation canadienne de 

l'entreprise independante 

«Les proprietaires d'entreprises peinent encore a assumer les coots supplementaires associes a 

la reprise de leurs activites, et done de l'economie de !'Alberta. Ce programme de subventions est 

tres apprecie et accueilli favorablement par les proprietaires de petites et moyennes entreprises. » 
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Ken Kobly, premier dirigeant, Alberta Chambers of Commerce (chambre de commerce de 

/'Alberta) 

«Avant la pandemie de COVID-19, notre buffet du jeudi correspondant a notre journee la plus 

chargee. Grace au financement, nous allons acheter du materiel pour transformer notre buffet 

libre-service en buffet ferme afin de pouvoir continuer a proposer cette experience a nos clients, 

tout en adaptant le style de notre service. » 

Done Philip, proprietaire, PDS Restaurant a Brooks 

« Nous utiliserons les fonds pour acheter de l'equipement de protection individuelle pour notre 

personnel et nos installations, afin que nos clients se sentent en securite lorsqu'ils reviendront 

dans nos etablissements. » 

Peter et Kamal Sandhu, proprietaires, Care Edmonton Inc. et Care Beauty Spa & Hair Inc. a 
Edmonton 

Pour etre admissibles, les petites et moyennes entreprises, les cooperatives et les organismes sans but 

lucratif doivent compter 500 employes ou moins. 

Le programme dispose d'un budget de 200 millions de dollars. 

Les demandes pourront etre deposees a partir de 10 h le 29 juin et jusqu'au 31 aoOt, OU pendant quatre 

semaines apres le debut de la troisieme etape de la Strategie de relance de !'Alberta, selon la date la 

plus tardive. 

Pour gerer le volume prevu de demandes, chaque journee de la premiere semaine du programme (du 

29 juin au 3 juillet) sera consacree aux demandes emanant de regions precises de la province. Pendant 

cette periode, les entreprises sont encouragees a deposer leur demande le jour reserve a leur region. A 
partir du 4 juillet, 

les entreprises, les cooperatives et les organismes sans but lucratif de toutes les regions pourront 

deposer leur demande a tout moment, et ce, jusqu'a la cloture de la periode de presentation des 

demandes. 
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Les details complets du programme, y compris les criteres d'admissibilite supplementaires, les dates 

reservees aux regions et les modalites de depot des demandes, sont precises dans les lignes 

directrices du programme (en anglais seulement). 

Une page Web sur programme et un portail de demande en ligne seront lances dans alberta.ca lorsque 

la reception des demandes debutera a 10 h le 29 juin. 

En bref 
• De nombreuses entreprises ont connu une baisse spectaculaire de leurs revenus, tandis que 

d'autres ont temporairement cesse leurs activites en raison de la COVID-19. 

• Une enquete de !'Alberta Chambers of Commerce menee en mai a permis de reveler que le prix de 

l'equipement de protection individuelle et du materiel d'assainissement etait un probleme pour 22 % 

des entreprises. 

Renseignements connexes 
• Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant program guidelines (lignes directrices du programme 

de subventions pour la relance des petites et moyennes entreprises) 
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COVID-19 Updates 

• Alberta enters Stage 1: Mandatory provincewide restrictions remain in effect. 

• Get vaccinated· Everyone 12+ can book first dose now, second doses available in stages. 
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Related information 

Funding has helped thousands of businesses safely open and hire and rehire staff since the program 

began accepting appli_cations on June 29. In the first month of the program, almost 7,700 applications 

have been processed with more than 6,700 grants issued. 

Businesses, cooperatives and non-profits across sectors have received funding, with the majority of 

applications so far coming from job creators in the retail, personal services, accommodation and food 

services, and health-care and social assistance sectors. 

"We are supporting the jobs that depend on the successful relaunch and recovery of Alberta's small 

and medium-sized businesses - they are the backbone of our economy, and they support jobs 

Alberta families depend on. Our focus remains on ensuring a safe relaunch to get Albertans back 

to work and our economy back on track." 

Tanya Fir, Minister of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism 

The Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant offers financial assistance to Alberta businesses, 

cooperatives and non-profit organizations with fewer than 500 employees that faced restrictions or 

closures from public health orders, and experienced a revenue loss of at least 50 per cent due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Job creators that meet the program's eligibility criteria can apply for up to $5,000 in funding, which can 

offset the costs they are facing as they reopen their doors. This includes the costs of implementing 

measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, such as physical barriers, PPE and cleaning supplies, as 

well as rent, employee wages, replacing inventory and more. 

The program launched with a budget of up to $200 million. 

Application intake will remain open until Aug. 31, or for four weeks following the start of Stage Three of 

Alberta's Relaunch Strategy-whichever is later. 

Full program details, including eligibility criteria and how to apply, are outlined on the program web 

page. 
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Alberta's Recovery Plan is a bold, ambitious long-term strategy to build, diversify, and create tens of 

thousands of jobs now. By building schools, roads and other core infrastructure we are benefitting our 

communities. By diversifying our economy and attracting investment with Canada's most competitive 

tax environment, we are putting Alberta on a path for a generation of growth. Alberta came together to 

save lives by flattening the curve and now we must do the same to save livelihoods, grow and thrive. 

Related information 
• Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant 
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COVID-19 Updates 

• Alberta enters Stage 1: Mandatory provincewide restrictions remain in effect. 

• Get vaccinated· Everyone 12+ can book first dose now, second doses available in stages. 
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This measure will free up between $16 million and $27 million in additional cash flow for the hospitality 

sector, which employs 30,000 Albertans. 

It will also help position the sector for recovery, as our government takes steps to gradually reopen 

businesses and services and get people back to work. 

Travel Alberta is also working on measures to support local tourism organizations across Alberta that 

will be announced at a later date. 

"Alberta's tourism industry is a key contributor to our economy and it creates jobs and revenue that 

so many communities across our province depend on. We're committed to providing industry the 

support it needs now so that it can recover and grow." 

Tanya Fir, Minister of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism 

"The tourism industry, and our accommodations providers, were dramatically and suddenly hard hit 

by the impacts of COVID-19. These businesses play a critical role in the traveller experience and 

will be essential in the restart of Alberta's visitor economy. Travel Alberta looks forward to working 

with our accommodations providers to rebuild the sector." 

Royce Chwin, CEO, Travel Alberta 

Amounts collected prior to March 1, 2020 that are being deferred under the previously announced 

deferral program can continue to be deferred until August 31, 2020. 

Accommodation providers are still expected to file returns throughout 2020, as required by legislation, 

and will be expected to resume regular tourism levy payments in 2021. Additional program details will 

be provided in the coming weeks. 

"At the outset of the COVID-19 crisis, the AHLA participated in an industry roundtable call with the 

Premier and identified liquidity as our industry's top concern. One of our key asks was for 

government to leave every tax dollar possible in the hands of our members to support liquidity for 

their business. Today's announcement directly supports our ask and is positive news for hotels in 

Alberta. We sincerely thank the Government of Alberta for this support." 
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Dave Kaiser, president and CEO, Alberta Hotel and Lodging Association 

"The government's decision to halt the collection of the Alberta Tourism Levy (ATL) payments from 

hotels through to Dec. 31 is a measure that will help the tourism industry begin to reopen. A 

business's ability to preserve limited cash flow to assist with purchases of inventory, supplies, and 

to rehire staff can certainly be aided when government moves from deferral of fees like the ATL, to 

abatement." 

Alida Visbach, board chair, Tourism Industry Association of Alberta 

These new measures are part of the Government of Alberta's broader plan to help Alberta's tourism 

industry recover and eventually grow. The three-phase plan will focus on: 

• responding and providing the sector with immediate relief 

• relaunching and supporting the sector through recovery 

• rebuilding and positioning the sector for growth 

The Government of Alberta and Travel Alberta's work to develop a 10-year tourism strategy is ongoing. 

The strategy is being repositioned to ensure there is a solid plan in place to rebuild Alberta's tourism 

industry, while laying the groundwork for long-term growth. 

Alberta has a comprehensive response to COVID-19 including measures to enhance physical 

distancing, screening and testing. Financial supports are helping Alberta families and businesses. 

Related information 
• COVID-19 info for Albertans 
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