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AFFIDAVIT OF SZILVESZTER JOZSEF KOMLODI

[, SZILVESZTER JOZSEF KOMLODI, of the City of Winnipeg, in the
Province of Manitoba, AFFIRM AS FOLLOWS:



1. I have personal knowledge of the facts and matters hereinafter deposed to by
me, except where stated to be based upon information and belief, in which case I

believe them to be true.

2. Tam Assistant Deputy Minister of Fiscal Management and Capital Planning
with the Treasury Board Secretariat of the Government of Manitoba. I have been
in that position since February 10, 2020. Prior to that, I was the Assistant Deputy
Minister for the Finance Research Division of Manitoba Finance. In my current
role, I am responsible for keeping track of overall government expenditures,
revenues and capital investments, including those related to the COVID-19
pandemic. This includes expenditures on various support programs made available
to individuals, businesses and other sectors in response to some of the impacts of

the pandemic.

3. The Government of Manitoba is aware that the COVID-19 pandemic has been
exceptionally difficult and challenging for many people, both financially and in
terms of mental health, among other impacts. The Governments of Manitoba and
Canada have made many support programs available to alleviate economic
hardship as well as the strain on mental health, including those that may result

from the public health restrictions.

4. T have attached the followihg exhibits to my affidavit, which describe various
economic and other support programs related to the pandemic, provided by the

Government of Manitoba:

Exhibit “A” - A list of resources and support programs available for

individuals and businesses, from the Government’s website.






Exhibit “F” - Tax and Fee Deferrals. A six month deferral of various fees,
penalties and interest charges applicable to Manitoba Hydro, Centra Gas,
Manitoba Public Insurance, Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries, Workers
Compensation Board and municipal partners. The Government of Manitoba
also deferred provincial income tax and corporate income tax filing and
payment deadlines. The government provided sales tax and payroll tax
deferrals. It also directed Manitoba Hydro and Centra Gas not to disconnect

customers during these times.

Exhibit “G” — Manitoba Gap Protection Program. The program
provided a one-time $6,000 grant to eligible small and medium sized
businesses. On November 10, 2020, the program was converted from a
forgivable loan to a grant. The government committed $68 million to this

program.

Exhibit “H” — Manitoba Job Restart Program. The program provides a
taxable financial benefit to a maximum of $2,000 to Manitobans who return
to work for a cumulative 30 hours/week with eligible employers, if they
voluntarily stop collecting the Canada Emergency Response Benefit or
Canada Emergency Student Benefit. The government committed $9 million

to this program, through the Gap Protection Program.

Exhibit “I” — Canada-Manitoba Job Grant. An employer-driven training
support program to help Manitobans gain the skills they need to fill available
jobs and to help employers develop the skills of their existing workers to
meet the requirements of their present job, or to move into a better job.
Eligible employers could apply for up to $10,000 for each individual worker

to assist with training costs. Employers that receive funding under the



Canada-Manitoba Job Grant must contribute a minimum of one-third of the
eligible training costs. With the maximum government contribution of
$10,000, this means that up to $15,000 is available, per person, for eligible
training costs. The Government of Manitoba committed $5.7 million to this

program.

5. The Government of Manitoba also provided the following economic support

programs:

a) Pandemic Staffing Support Benefit - Provides monthly funding to
eligible non-profit organizations in the child welfare, adult disability
services, and child care sectors, as well as licensed home-based child care
providers. The benefit assists with the additional costs of maintaining
staffing during the pandemic. Eligible expenses include overtime, sick
time and replacement costs due to illness or the need to isolate. As well,
Early Learning and Child Care (ELCC) facilities may use the Pandemic
Staffing Support Benefit to assist with ongoing staffing costs that
continue when public health directs facilities or cohorts to close for a
short isolation period. ELCC facilities applying for funding for this
reason must not charge parent fees during the designated closure period.

The commitment is for $10 million.

b) Support to child care centres - To ensure dedicated child care spaces
are available and prioritized for health-care and other essential front-line
workers, while also following public health recommendations for
physical distancing, the government established a new $18-million grant
program to help early childhood educators affected by the suspension of

child care services. Government also invested $2 million to create a trust



d)

g)

to provide capital grants to child care providers to ensure safe, quality

care.

Disability Economic Support Program — This provided a lump-sum
$200 payment to low-income individuals with disabilities who were on
Employment and Income Assistance. The cost of this program was $4.6

million

Investments to address food insecurity — The governments of Canada
and Manitoba invested up to $240,000 through the Canadian Agricultural
Partnership (CAP) and $370,000 in provincial funding through
Manitoba’s Northern Healthy Foods Initiative to support northern food
security projects, recognizing the financial stress caused by the

pandemic.

Manitoba Seniors Economic Recovery — This $45 million program
provided a one-time $200 payment to every senior in order to help with

the impact of COVID-19.

Homeless Shelter Response Plan — Over multiple announcements, the
government invested $4 million to support the ongoing and expanded
needs of homeless shelters. This included the creation of additional
shelter bed capacity and other supports for homelessness needs, such as

addictions treatment.

Tax relief - Government accelerated the elimination of sales tax on home

and business property insurance, which saved taxpayers $75 million.



h)

J)

k)

y

Risk Recognition Program — A $121.8 million program that provided a
one-time payment to eligible essential front-line workers who took
extraordinary risks to keep Manitobans safe during the period of March
20, 2020 to May 29, 2020 of the COVID-19 pandemic. Based on the
number of eligible applicants, it was estimated that successful applicants

received $1,377 (net of 10% withholding tax).

Long-Term Recovery Fund - A $50 million program to encourage the
long-term sustainability and adaptation of Manitoba businesses coming
out of COVID-19. Organizations such as the Manitoba Chambers of
Commerce and Economic Development Winnipeg are working with the
province on the allocation of these funds through various program

proposals.

Moratorium on pension plan payments — The Government of
Manitoba temporarily waived certain payments that businesses and
charities are required to put into pension plans. This would free up funds

to help protect employees and prevent layoffs or shutdown.

Partnership with Opportunities for Employment - The government
announced an investment of $1.9 million in a partnership with |
Opportunities for Employment, a not-for-profit corporation, to deliver
three programs to connect Employment and Income Assistance recipients

with training and employment services.

Commercial Rent Assistance — In partnership with the federal

government’s Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance,



Manitoba provided rent relief for small businesses experiencing financial

hardship due to COVID-19. Manitoba invested $5.8 million.

m) Benefits for redeployed health care workers. The government
committed a total of $6.8 million to enhance wages and benefits for
employees who were redeployed to critical care units, personal care
homes, designated COVID-19 units and Alternate Isolation

Accommodations.

6. I have attached the following exhibits to my affidavit, which describe mental
health, addiction and other supports provided by the Government of Manitoba,

related to the pandemic:

Exhibit “J” — Covid-19 Novel Coronavirus — Care for Your Mental
Health (updated January 24, 2021). This offered two free sessions of
confidential online mental health counselling for individuals 16 and older.
The AbilitiCBT digital platform is being used for this purpose with an
investment by the province of $4.5 million. The Kids Help Phone was
available for those under 16 years of age. Local mental health and addiction
organizations adapted the way they offer services during the pandemic. The
Addictions Foundation of Manitoba developed webinars to deal with
substance use and addiction. Wellness Together Canada also provides free
online resources and connects people with peer support, social workers,

psychologists and other trained professionals.

Exhibit “K” — Help Next Door. A web-based application to connect

volunteers ready to provide support to someone during these difficult times.



Exhibit “L” — Safe at Home Manitoba Grant Program. Grants provided

for projects that encourage Manitobans to stay at home, while improving

their quality of life through creative, fun and engaging activities in sports,

arts, culture, health and wellness. Examples include online concerts, snow

activities, works of art, gaming challenges, virtual yoga classes and

neighbourhood decorating contests. On February 22, 2021, the program was

expanded to cover more than 300 projects, totalling $5 million.

7. Other support programs provided by the Government of Manitoba include:

a)

b)

Personal care home visitation shelters - Government committed to
invest $56.7 million to build personal care home visitation shelters to
allow safe, physically distanced visits to alleviate loneliness during the

pandemic.

Remote Learning Support Centre — Established to improve the
delivery of remote education to students. This was an investment of $10

million.

Addictions support — The government doubled access to naloxone kits
in June 2020, as part of the response of COVID-19. Naloxone is an
antidote to prevent an opioid overdose death. In December 2020, the
government also announced it was making legislative changes to remove

barriers to access naloxone to further reduce opioid overdose deaths.

8. I have attached the following exhibits to my affidavit, which describe

additional economic support programs related to the pandemic, provided by the

Government of Canada.






















































Province of Manitoba | Manitoba Bridge Grant - Home Based Businesses

e Qualifying applicants will receive a grant equal to 10 per cent of
their 2019 gross income muiltiplied x two, to a maximum
contribution of $10,000.

e For businesses that have completed a partial year in 2019, the
2019 income will be annualized. The benefit will be equal to 10
per cent of annualized income multiplied x two, to a maximum
contribution of $10,000, and is based on adjudication and
determination by the Administration Office.

e For business that have launched in 2020 - the income generated
from January 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020 will be annualized.
The benefit will be equal to 10 per cent of annualized income
multiplied x two, to a maximum contribution of $10,000 and is
based on adjudication and determination by the Administration
Office.

e A business is defined as a:

e Sole proprietorship;

e Partnership;

e Corporation;

e That operates from a domicile - “home-based business”
e Businesses that have applied to the Manitoba Bridge Grant -

Stream A are not eligible.

e The program deadline is March 31, 2021.

Eligibility Criteria

To qualify:

e be a permanent, home-based business located in Manitoba
physically operating in the Province of Manitoba;

e have been actively operating or conducting business on
November 9, 2020;

e operate as a sole proprietorship, partnership or corporation;

e possess an active and valid Business Number;

https://manitoba.ca/covid19/programs/bridge-grant-home-based.htm1[2021-02-04 10:16:31 AM]
















































































































































































































































Province of Manitoba | Federal Programs

the current challenges.

nada Revenue Agency’s Additional M. res for Individuals an
Businesses
The Government of Canada has introduced other measures including
administrative tax measures, extending deadlines for trusts,
partnerships and NR4 information returns, continuing to process
objections, extending deadlines for filing objections, filing appeals for
Canada Pension Plan and Employment Insurance, extending
deadlines for charities, suspending audit activities and suspending
collections on new debt.

nada's Ener r
The federal government has announced more than $2 billion in
support for Canada's energy sector.

iltural, Heri n rganization
The federal government has established a $500 million COVID-19
Emergency Support Fund for cultural, heritage and sport
organizations that will help address the financial needs of affected
organizations so they can continue to support artists and athletes.

in redit Availability Progr.

A new COVID-19 Emergency Support Fund for cultural, heritage and
sport organizations will provide $500 million to help address the
financial needs of affected organizations.

Bridge Funding Support for Business

The government will provide $675 million to support the work of
Canada's regional development agencies (RDAs) to provide
equivalent bridge financing support to businesses unable to access
the government's broader support measures.

Assistance for Entrepreneurs

To support ongoing lending to young entrepreneurs, the government
is also injecting $20.1 million through Futurpreneur Canada and $250
million through the Industrial Research Assistance Program.

Non-Profits and Charitabl anization
The federal government is investing $350 million to deliver essential
services to those in need.

an Emergen mmercial Rent Assistan ECRA) Program
This program for small businesses will seek to provide loans and/or
forgivable loans to commercial property owners who in turn will lower
or forgo the rent of small businesses for the months of April
(retroactive), May, and June.

https://manitoba.ca/covid19/programs/federal.htm1[2021-02-04 10:28:33 AM]
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