Court File No.:
FEDERAL COURT
BETWEEN:

JEREMIAH JOST, EDWARD CORNELL, VINCENT GIRCY, and HAROLD RISTAU

Applicants
-and -

GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL, HER MAJESTY IN RIGHT OF CANADA, and ATTORNEY
GENERAL OF CANADA

Respondents

APPLICATION UNDER Sections 18(1), 18.1, and 18.2 of the Federal Courts Act and
Rules 301 of the Federal Courts Rules.

AFFIDAVIT OF EDWARD CORNELL

I, EDWARD CORNELL, a retired member of the Canadian Armed Forces of the
Town of Shediac Cape, in the Province of New Brunswick, SWEAR THAT:

Background

I am one of the named Applicants herein, and as such | have personal knowledge of
the facts and matters herein deposed to except where based on information and belief
in which case | believe the same to be verily true.

| am 64 years old.

I am a retired member of the Canadian Armed Forces where | achieved the rank of
Warrant Officer.

On January 18, 2016, | changed my last name from the name of my adopted parents,
Stewart, to the last name of my biological father, Cornell (the “Name Change”).
Attached and marked hereto as Exhibit “A” to this Affidavit is a copy of the certificate
of the Name Change.

{00055705;1} 1




10.

11

12.

13.

On June 151, 1987, | received a Medal of Bravery awarded by the Secretary to the
Govemor General for recognition of an act of bravery in hazardous circumstances
during active duty in Limassol, Cyprus (the “Medal of Bravery”). Attached and marked
hereto as Exhibit “B” to this Affidavit is a copy of the Medal of Bravery.

| further served as an auxiliary police officer with the Ontario Provincial Police from
2013 to 2015.

Involvement with the “Freedom Convoy”

| had very limited involvement with the so called “Freedom Convoy” initially.

On January 23, 2022, my wife and | decided to go to Ottawa to join the protests after
we saw the Freedom Convoy travel through Moncton, New Brunswick on its way to
Ottawa.

On January 29, 2022, 1 arrived in Ottawa to support the truckers involved in the
Freedom Convoy (the “Protests” and | wore my military medals (the “Military
Medals”) when | attended the Protests. Attached and marked hereto as Exhibit “C”
to this Affidavit is a picture of the Military Medals.

On January 31, 2022, | returned home with my wife from Ottawa.

On February 2, 2022, | arrived back in Ottawa alone to support the Freedom Convoy
protestors, and | again wore my Military Medals throughout my attendance at the
Protests.

| remained in Ottawa until February 21, 2022.

My intentions in returning to Ottawa was to support the Protests. | had, and still have,
zero beliefs or intentions about overthrowing the elected government of Canada. |
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believe in democracy and elected governments. My military record supports my belief
in standing up for democracy and democratic rights all over the world.

My own observations of the Protests are that they were entirely peaceful. | did not
witness any hostility from anyone towards anyone. Likewise, there were people of all
different backgrounds, races, and ethnicities present. The mood throughout was

festive and friendly.

Eventually, my role morphed into a position where | was asked to help participate in a
liaison type of role between the police and the protestors. It is my belief that this was
because both the police and protestors trusted me when they saw my Military Medals.
it is my further belief that | presented as a trust worthy person.

Throughout my time at the Protests, hugs and handshakes with both police officers
and protestors were commonplace.

| personally spoke with numerous members of the police who were present at the
Protests. Several members of the police who observed me with my Military Medals on
told me that they supported what the protestors were there for.

It is my opinion and belief that my role in the Protests was peaceful and the atmosphere
was one of solidarity amongst my fellow Canadian citizens.

Emergencies Act and Frozen Bank Account

It is my understanding and belief that sometime on or around February 14, 2022, the
Federal Government invoked the Emergencies Act, RSC, 1985, c. 22 (4" Supp.) (the
“‘Emergencies Act’) in response to the Protests.

| have been directly and substantially harmed by the Emergencies Act for my
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involvement in the Protests.

On Friday, February 18, 2022, | attempted to sign into my Scotia Bank account
because | had a couple of bills that | needed to pay. When | attempted to sign in and
pay these aforementioned bills, | received an error message along the lines of “oops,
we're sorry give us a call” (the “Error Message”) with a redirect page containing a
phone number to contact. Unfortunately, | did not save a screenshot of the Error
Message at the time as | did not think much of it at the time.

Later on during the evening of Friday, February 18, 2022, my credit cards on Apple
Pay came up as being blocked (the “Blocked Credit Cards”).

| was unable to pay any of my bills through Apple Pay and the Blocked Credit Cards
made me concerned that my bank accounts and credit cards had possibly been seized.

The following moming, on Saturday, February 19, 2022, | called the number provided
in the Error Message as | was still suspicious about the Blocked Credit Cards. The
experience was quite strange as | went through the options provided for on the phone
before finally speaking with a banking agent (the “Agent”). The Agent appeared very
flustered to me, and | was continually put on hold.

Eventually, the Agent directed me to a subsequent page on the banking portal. This
subsequent page was perplexing to me as it directed me to contact the President of
Scotia Bank (the “Scotia Bank Complaints Page”). Attached and marked hereto as
Exhibit “D” to this Affidavit is a copy of the Scotia Bank Complaints Page.

| was unable to use my debit card or my credit cards from the evening of February 18,
2022 until February 22, 2022 (the “Seized Bank Accounts”).

Unable to use the Seized Bank Accounts, | was left in a very desperate situation and
unable to pay any of my bills that were due during this time.

| thankfully had enough cash with me to retum to New Brunswick from Ottawa.
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However, | was required to go around the Highway 30 bridge because the tolls required
payment via debit or credit card which | was unable to do. All of my cards connected
to the Seized Bank Accounts were completely deactivated.

Irreparable Harm and Lasting Effects

My experience with the Seized Bank Accounts has been traumatic and has had a real

and substantially negative psychological impact on me.

The Seized Bank Accounts and my experiences from this has left me completely

terrified and scarred. | broke no law yet the government seized my accounts and froze

my hard earned money.

I am not a criminal.

I am not a terrorist.

| am a retired Canadian citizen who honourably served his country. As a military

veteran who already had previously been diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress

Disorder due to my experiences in the military, | am now concerned about the mental

health effects this is having on me.

| am scared and concemed that the federal government will at any moment burst into

my house in the middle of the night and take my possessions from me.

My wife and | are both very afraid and unable to sleep at night. | feel betrayed, | have

always stood up for my country and | have no criminal record. | try to do the right things

in my life.

| have never felt anything like this in my entire life, and this includes during my active

military service.

I do not know how | can remain in Canada any longer. | feel as though | am being
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painted as some type of terrorist or something which | am absolutely not. | love Canada
and the people in this country, and | am devastated by how | have been treated by my
own government.

38. | make this affidavit in support of an application under sections 18(1), 18.1, and 18.2
of the Federal Courts Act and Rule 301 of the Federal Courts Rules and for no improper
purpose.

s Cop

Sworn before me in the City of in the Province of New Brunswick on
February 23, 2022

D. HARMNETT
My Commission Exi 18
Commissioner for Taking Affidavits 31st Decermnber 20
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This is Exhibit B to the Affidavit of Edward Cornell
swom before me at the City o & in the
Province of & , % this Z3day of Febrhary, 2022.
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This is Exhibit D to the Affidavit of Edward Cornell
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