
ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 

B E T W E E N: 

CAMPAIGN LIFE COALITION and MAEVE ROCHE 
Applicants 

and 

PARLIAMENTARY PROTECTIVE SERVICE 
Respondent 

APPLICATION UNDER section 11 of the Courts of Justice Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. C.43 and rules 
14.05(3)(g.1) and 38 of the Rules of Civil Procedure, R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 194. 

AFFIDAVIT OF  SWORN FEBRUARY 29TH, 2024 

I, , of the  in the Province of , 
MAKE OATH AND SAY: 

1. I am the Vice-President of Campaign Life Coalition, which is an Applicant in this matter,

and as such have personal knowledge of the facts herein deposed, except where based on 

information and belief, in which case I verily believe the same to be true. 

2. I am the Vice-President of Campaign Life Coalition (“CLC”). CLC is a pro-life

organization, established as a not-for-profit corporation, which works at all levels of government 

to defend the sanctity of human life, and in particular, to oppose abortion and euthanasia. 

3. I joined the organization in 2011 as a Communications Coordinator. I have been Vice-

President since 2019. My responsibilities include overseeing staff and day-to-day operations for 

Campaign Life Coalition and working with department managers to ensure organizational 

objectives are met. As Vice-President, I also oversee the National March for Life Organizing 

Committee. 
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4. Once per year, CLC organizes the National March for Life (the “March”) to protest 

abortion and euthanasia and assisted suicide by gathering on Parliament Hill and marching through 

downtown Ottawa. The March is CLC’s largest annual event, bringing together thousands of 

Canadian citizens to Parliament Hill and Ottawa to protest the ongoing killing of almost 300 pre-

born human beings per day in Canada and to urge parliamentarians to defend the right to life for 

all human beings from conception until natural death by enacting legal protection for children in 

the womb. 

5. Parliament Hill serves as an important location for demonstration because it is the seat of 

the level of government responsible for the laws we are seeking to change and it is a symbol of 

Canadian politics more generally. 

6. In 2023, the March was held on May 11. 

7. On May 10, 2023, the day before the March was to take place, CLC organized a press 

conference on Parliament Hill where multiple speakers would talk to members of the press (the 

“Press Conference”). 

8. My role in organizing the press conference was to support CLC’s Communications 

Director in his efforts to ensure the event goes smoothly. I was also CLC’s contact person for the 

Parliamentary Protective Service (the “PPS”) and the Use of Parliament Hill Committee. 

9. During the Press Conference, CLC planned to reveal signs depicting abortion victim 

photography (the “Signs”). The Signs came from a project known as “Choice Chain” which shows 

the consequences of abortion on the infant at different stages of development. Photographs of the 

Signs are attached as “Exhibit A” to this affidavit. 

10. Abortion victim photography is used by CLC and other pro-life advocates to communicate 

the consequences of abortion and to persuade others. CLC uses abortion victim photography 
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because we believe it clearly conveys both the humanity of the preborn and the inhumanity of 

abortion. I am aware of research conducted by the Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform in which polling 

conducted before and after demonstrations with abortion victim photography reveal a shift in 

perspective towards pro-life views. In addition to causing a general shift towards pro-life 

sentiments, the study revealed a shift towards opinions that the law should be less permissive of 

abortion. The Report by the Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform is attached as “Exhibit B” to this 

affidavit. 

11. I am aware that, historically, many other social movements have successfully used graphic 

imagery to expose an injustice and bring about change. For example, images of the murdered 

Emmitt Till were important to the Civil Rights Movement,1 images of child labour spurred legal 

reform to protect children,2 and even the pro-abortion movement used a photo of Gerri Santoro 

who had died following an attempt to perform an abortion on herself.3 CLC shows these signs on 

a regular basis in the public square, and they have been an invaluable tool for starting conversations 

with passersby and engaging in civil dialogue. 

12. I am also aware of Father Tony Van Hee who has regularly protested abortion on Parliament Hill 

for over 25 years. I have seen him displaying signs on Parliament Hill with abortion victim 

photography. 

13. Prior to the News Conference, we placed the signs face down on the lawn of Parliament 

Hill and planned to lift up and reveal the signs at a predetermined point during the Press 

 
1 Childs, Arcynta Ali. (2011) “The Power of Imagery in Advancing Civil Rights” in Smithsonian Magazine: 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-power-of-imagery-in-advancing-civil-rights-72983041/. 
2 Saunders, Beth. (2023) “The Photographer Who Foced the U.S. to Confront Its Child Labor Problem” in 
Smithsonian Magazine: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-photographer-who-forced-the-us-to-confront-
its-child-labor-problem-180982355/. 
3 MacMillan, Jade and Joanna Robin. (2022) “Before Roe v. Wade fell, Gerri Santoro’s death galvanised America’s 
abortion movement. This is her story” in ABC News: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-06-26/before-roe-v-wade-
gerri-santoro-galvanised-abortion-movement/101168136. 
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Conference. Approximately ten CLC volunteers and employees were planned to hold up the Signs. 

Among them was , an Applicant in this matter. 

14. Prior to the start of the Press Conference, , an officer with the PPS, asked to 

see the Signs. I lifted up one of the signs and showed it to Officer Trudel. 

15. After conferring with a PPS supervisor, Officer  informed me that the Signs were 

too graphic in his opinion and would not be permitted to be shown at the Press Conference on 

Parliament Hill. 

16. CLC complied with Officer  direction, understanding that he was speaking with 

government authority. CLC was therefore required to use different signs, which only contained 

words and not abortion victim photography, were held up at the Press Conference. We were 

prevented from conveying the message about the reality of the consequences of abortion to the 

audience that we intended. Some of our Press Conference speakers had to make adjustments to 

their pre-written statements due to this change in program.  

17. On May 10, 2023, after the Press Conference, Officer  provided an excerpt from the 

“General Use of the Hill” setting out rules for signs. The excerpt provided indicated that 

“[m]essages that are obscene, offensive, or that promote hatred are prohibited.” The email from 

Officer  dated May 10, 2023 is attached as “Exhibit C” to this affidavit. 

18. The most recent version of the “General Rules for the Use of Parliament Hill” available on 

the Parliament Hill website indicate that the rules were updated on May 3, 2023 (the “Updated 

Rules”). The Updated Rules provide that “[o]bscene messages or messages that promote violence 

are prohibited” and that “[s]igns or banners that display explicit graphic violence or blood is 

prohibited.” The Updated Rules dated May 3, 2023 are attached as “Exhibit D” to this affidavit. 

19. The next National March for Life will take place on May 9, 2024. 
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Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2023 2:22 PM

Subject: [EXTERNAL] 2023-05-11 March for Life signage

Hi 

Thanks again for your understanding in regard to the speaker and graphic imagery for the press
conference that took place on the Hill today.
I want to address the ques�on of signage. I've a�ached a snip of Page 4 of the General Use of the Hill
that addresses signage. I just want to make sure we're all on the same page for tomorrow. 

We'll be enforcing these rules for all par�cipants a�ending the Hill tomorrow. If you have any ques�ons,
feel free to contact me.
Best regards,


























