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Background

1.

Mr Meister has been convicted after trial of 1 count of mischief. He has been acquitted of
one count of obstruct.

Mr Meister was convicted related to activities on February 18, 2022 during the “Freedom
Convoy” demonstration. Mr Meister was arrested in a vehicle in the intersection of Rideau

and Sussex. Mr Meister’s personal vehicle was also in that intersection.

Mr Meister has no prior criminal record. July 25" 2025 is set for sentencing.

Sentencing Materials

4. The Crown relies on a series of community impact statements. The impact of the “Freedom

Convoy” on Ottawa businesses and charitable organizations is outlined. There was a
significant impact on various organizations. This impact was predictable and foreseeable
given the scale and nature of the “Freedom Convoy”.

Case Law

5. The Crown relies on R v Romlewski an Ontario Court of Justice sentencing decision. Mr.

Romlewski was found guilty initially of 1 count of obstruct peace officer and sentenced on
that count. Ultimately the case was appealed and an acquittal on mischief counts was
overturned. The sentencing decision was not impacted by appeal decisions. Mr Romlewski
had been convicted related to conduct on February 19" 2022 when Mr Romlewski would
have engaged in a verbal standoff with police on Sparks Street, he was directed to leave a
number of times and ultimately sat down in the street and was arrested without incident.

Mr Romlewski’s sentence reflected the equivalent of 5 days jail and 12 months probation.
Aggravating at sentence was the circumstances that the offence was committed during a
public order emergency and police resources were diverted to deal with Mr Romlewski.
Mr Romlewski was also found to be a young man with good working prospects and a stable
life with community support.

In fairness to the accused and in order to provide full and transparent information to the
Court, there have been many non leadership-“Freedom Convoy” related cases that have
proceeded to sentencing after trial. It can be colloquially indicated that the most common
sentence imposed after trial has been a suspended sentence and probation. There have been
individuals who come before the court with related criminal records in some of those cases
a period of time served in custody has been reflected. To my knowledge two individuals
sentenced after a trial received some form of discharge. To my knowledge none of these
cases involved use of or connection to a vehicle.



Mitigating Factors

8.

10.

11.

There is an absence of aggravating features in certain areas (while not necessarily
mitigating factors are aspects the court may consider). Mr Meister has no prior criminal
record. There was an absence of violence or physically aggressive conduct potentially
distinguishing certain other cases related to the “Freedom Convoy”. Mr Meister was not a
leader.

Mr Meister has presented as personable, there is an indication he is engaged with charitable
endeavors in his community.

The Crown expects that there will likely be evidence/ submissions of Mr Meister’s
employment and community support.

The periods of COVID lockdowns and restrictions were extremely difficult time for many
individuals. Many individuals lost jobs and income, there was disruption to the ability of
individuals to interact with their family and community. This factor is both aggravating
and mitigating as the impact of the “Freedom Convoy” counterproductively impacted
individuals and businesses already suffering due to COVID measures. Individual may have
also sought out like-minded individuals, attempting to regain some sense of community.
The element of group-think, or mob mentality would have had a more seductive element
than it would have had under normal circumstances when individuals (perhaps such as Mr
Meister) were less vulnerable.

Aggravating Factors

12.

13.

14.

15.

The scale and magnitude of the Mischief was unprecedented in Ottawa.

The mischief in this case occurred over an extended period of time. The facebook evidence
in this case contains evidence that Mr Meister presence at the “Freedom Convoy” in Ottawa
starting on January 30" 2022. Mr Meister had plenty of opportunity to leave the area. A
decision was made to remain until Mr Meister was ultimately arrested.

Mr Meister obviously is not solely responsible for the issues caused by the “Freedom
Convoy”. However the involvement of individuals and the use of large vehicles to clog up
the streets of downtown Ottawa was a major feature of the mischief. Mr Meister is
associated to two vehicles in the area of Rideau and Sussex. Mr Meister was arrested
coming out of one vehicle. His personal vehicle was also found in the intersection of Rideau
and Sussex.

The scale of the Mischief and declarations of emergency on the Federal and Provincial
level would have made it clear to Mr Meister that individuals were being negatively
impacted by his actions. Continuing to participate in the “Freedom Convoy” on February
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16.

17.

18.

18% 2022 would have involved either acceptance of the negative impacts on persons in the
Ottawa area or a willful ignorance to their plight.

The area of Rideau and Sussex is an important intersection in downtown Ottawa. There are
hotels in the area, other businesses (in particular the Rideau Centre), bus routes utilize this
intersection. Occupation of this intersection is particularly aggravating.

Individuals most impacted by the mischief in this case will be vulnerable persons why rely
on public transportation and downtown services such as shelters.

At this stage there is no indication of remorse or insight, factors that would have been
mitigating.

Summary

19.

20.

21.

22.

Relying on the Romlewski decision, the Crown’s position is that custody is warranted.
There is a level of immaturity and poor decision making associated with individuals who
are in the 20s. In one’s 50s a level of maturity and insight into one’s actions is expected.
Mr Romlewski was sentenced for a different offence. Mr Romlewski was not associated
with any vehicle, nor had he placed himself on a street used for vehicular traffic. The
Crown’s position is that this is a case where custody is required to sufficiently denounce
and deter this conduct. Mr Meister and participants of the “Freedom Convoy” are not the
only individuals who have had or will have issues with government policy. Every Canadian
will experience some degree of dissatisfaction and anger in government policies at some
point. Every Canadian has the right to free speech, however we do not have the right to
force others to listen to us. This is the distinction that proponents of the “Freedom Convoy”
methods have failed to recognize.

A message needs to be sent that when individuals have political gripes (as we all will at
some point), they can be expressed within the boundaries of the law and without significant
impact on residents of a city who for the most part do not hold any special positions of
political power. Political messaging and advocacy can also be accomplished without
impacting services used by vulnerable segments of the population. Balancing the
aggravating and mitigating factors the Crown’s position is that while custody is required,
a custodial sentence could be served in the community.

The Crown position is that a suspended sentence and probation would not reflect elevated
aggravating features given associated vehicles.

The Crown’s position is that a discharge would be in Mr Meister’s best interest. The
Crown’s position is that a discharge would be contrary to the public interest given the need
the denounce and deter this kind of conduct and given the significant impact on Ottawa
residents, workers, businesses and organizations.

Crown Position



23.

The Crown position is for a period of 60 days conditional jail followed by a period of 12
months probation.

-30 days house arrest with exceptions: for work, once a week for necessities of life, with
the prior written approval of the conditional sentence supervisor, medical emergencies.
-30 days curfew 11pm to 6am with exceptions: for work, with prior written approval of the
conditional sentence supervisor, medical emergencies.

12 months probation

-the Crown would expect a request to transfer any probation order and would not be
opposed.

-1000 dollar charitable donation to be made to a pre approved, apolitical Ottawa charity.
Proof to be provided to your probation officer.

-Reporting until such time as the donation is complete.

-Not to attend any demonstration in Ottawa of 20 individuals or more.

24. No Ancillary orders are sought by the Crown.

25.

The donation condition is aimed at restorative measures given the impact of the “Freedom
Convoy”. Should the Court find that 1000 dollars is not financially feasible, the Crown
would ask the Court to consider community service.





