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Freedom depends on more than political promises. 
It depends on laws that protect ordinary people 
when they disagree with government, need medical 
treatment, or challenge public decisions. The Justice 
Centre for Constitutional Freedoms has identified 10 
practical reforms that British Columbia’s newly 
elected legislators can pursue now.

FFiirrsstt,,  rreeppeeaall  sseeccttiioonn  77  ooff  tthhee  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  CCooddee,, 
which allows complaints over publications alleged 
to stir hatred or contempt. Former Chilliwack 
school trustee Barry Neufeld was ordered to pay 
$750,000 after expressing controversial views about 
school policies. Political disagreement should be 
met with debate, not crushing financial penalties.

SSeeccoonndd,,  rreeppeeaall  tthhee  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  RRiigghhttss  ooff  
IInnddiiggeennoouuss  PPeeoopplleess  AAcctt  ((DDRRIIPPAA)) and section 8.1 of 
the Interpretation Act. These provisions require BC 
laws to be read in line with a United Nations 
declaration. The Cowichan Tribes ruling raises 
concerns for private property owners.

TThhiirrdd,,  rreeiinn  iinn  cciivviill  ffoorrffeeiittuurree. Under the Civil Forfeiture 
Act, government can seize assets without criminal 
charges or a conviction, while “unexplained wealth 
orders” compel owners to reveal private financial 
information. Repeal Division 3 and require government, 
not citizens, to establish the case for taking property.

FFoouurrtthh,,  ggiivvee  uunniioonniisseedd  wwoorrkkeerrss  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  hhiirree  
tthheeiirr  oowwnn  llaawwyyeerr when their union refuses to pursue 
a grievance. The Labour Relations Code should not 
leave employees defenceless because union leaders 
disagree with them. Workers should be free to 
advance legitimate grievances at their own expense.

FFiifftthh,,  kkeeeepp  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  rreegguullaattoorrss  ppoolliittiiccaallllyy  
nneeuuttrraall. Doctors, nurses, and lawyers should answer 
for their competence and conduct, not their opinions 
outside work. A law like Alberta’s Regulated 
Professions Neutrality Act would protect off-duty 
expression and curb mandatory ideological training 
unrelated to professional practice.

SSiixxtthh,,  rreemmoovvee  sseexxuuaall  oorriieennttaattiioonn  aanndd  ggeennddeerr  
iiddeennttiittyy  ((SSOOGGII))  iiddeeoollooggyy  ffrroomm  sscchhooooll  ccuurrrriiccuullaa..  

Schools should oppose all bullying without 
exception, while parents retain responsibility for 
sensitive conversations about sexuality and gender. 
Protecting children does not require public schools 
to override the convictions of their families.

SSeevveenntthh,,  lleett  ppaattiieennttss  sseeeekk  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  bbeeyyoonndd  
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  wwaaiittiinngg  lliissttss. In 2024, BC patients faced 
a median wait of 29.5 weeks across 12 medical 
specialties. Allow private payment and insurance 
for medically necessary care, with doctors free to 
work in both public and private systems.

EEiigghhtthh,,  rreeppeeaall  tthhee  HHeeaalltthh  PPrrooffeessssiioonnss  aanndd  OOccccuuppaattiioonnss  
AAcctt. Its government-appointed oversight structure 
gives politicians too much influence over medical 
regulators. Doctors and nurses should be account-
able for professional standards, but free to exercise 
independent medical judgement and debate treat-
ments without political interference or censorship.

NNiinntthh,,  ssttrreennggtthheenn  aacccceessss  ttoo  ppuubblliicc  rreeccoorrddss.. Recent 
changes to the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act allow information requests to be re-
jected for being too broad or burdensome, with the 
commissioner’s approval. Repeal those restrictions 
so taxpayers and journalists can investigate govern-
ment decisions.

TTeenntthh,,  rreeqquuiirree  ooppeenn  ppuubblliicc  ddeebbaattee  bbeeffoorree  aauutthhoorriittiieess  
rreemmoovvee  hhiissttoorriiccaall  mmoonnuummeennttss  oorr  rreennaammee  ppuubblliicc  ppllaacceess.. 
In 2018, Victoria removed its John A. Macdonald statue 
with little notice or public input. Residents deserve no-
tice, a meaningful chance to speak, and independent 
review before their communities’ history is changed.

These proposals share one principle: government 
exists to serve citizens, not silence them or make 
their choices for them. British Columbians should 
demand laws that protect freedom of expression, 
private property, parental responsibility, medical 
independence, and accountable government. The 
Charter promises a free and democratic society, and 
BC laws should honour that promise.
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